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WEATHER OF THE ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC OCEANS, AUGUST 1934 
[The Marine Division, W. F. McDonald, in charge] 

NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN 

By H. C. HUNTER 

Atmospheric pressure.-The pressure averaged less 
than normal over most of the ocean north of the fiftieth 
parallel of latitude; the station a t  Reykjavik, Iceland, 
computed almost one-fifth of an inch less than normal. 
From the fiftieth parallel southward, there was nearly 
everywhere a slight excess. 

During the last days of August, comparatively high 
pressure prevailed over much of the North Atlantic and 
adjacent land areas. The highest reading yet received 
was noted on the forenoon of the 31st, when the Dutch 
motorship Rotterdam, near latitude 38" N., longitude 37" 
W., recorded 30.56 inches. The lowest reading during 
the month, 28.76 inches, was made on the American 
steamship Capulin, at 3 a. m. of the 18th, near 58" N., 
28" w. 

TABLE 1.-Averages, de artureu, and extremes of atmospheric 
sure (sea level) at se&:eted stations for the North Atlantic &% 
and its shores, Auguat lOS.4 
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Inche8 
29.76 
29.63 
29.69 
29.88 
30. OB 
30.09 
30.26 
29. E4 
30.04 
30. 03 
30.06 
30.14 
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30. oa 
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28.49 
29. OB 
29.28 
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30. OB 
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Julianehaab Greenland.--- 
Reykjavik h a n d .  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Lerwick. dhetland Islands-- 
Valencia, Ireland - - _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _  
Lisbon, Portugal- _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _  - 
Madelra .___________________ 
Horta, Azores. - _ _ _  - - - - _ _  _ _ _  
Belle Isle Newfoundland.-. 
Halifax, kova Scotia _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Nantucket _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  - 
Hatteras-.- _ _  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Bermuda. - _ _  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Turks Island .______________ 
Key West _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
New Orleans- __- -__  _ _  - _ _  _ _  - 

N ~ ~ ~ . - A l l d a t a  based on a. m. observations only, with departurea compiled from best 
available normals related to time of observation exmpt Hatteras, Key West, Nantucket, 
and New Orleans, which are %hour correctedmeans. 
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Cyclones and gales.-The first fortnight was without aLy 

important gale. Beginning on the 15th, however, there 
were many reports of high winds from the vicinity of the 
fortieth meridian eastward to about the longitude of 
western Ireland, but always above the forty-fifth parallel. 

Over a period of many days, pressure remained low in 
the general vicinity of Hudson Strait, and a succession of 
cyclones passed uhence eastward. The lowest pressures 
observed occurred during the night of the 17th-l8th, ap- 
proximately 700 rides west of the northern tip of Ireland; 
two steamships noted pressures below 28.80 inches, each 
estimating the highest wind force as whole gale (force 10). 

Even stronger winds were noted to the southeastwarcl 
between noon and midnight of the 19th, close to the 
fiftieth parallel and between the twentieth and fifteenth 
meridians. Two German vessels, Bockenheim and Bre- 
men, estimated the force as 12 (the only cases of such 
force observed during the month in North Atlantic wa- 
ters), and the American steamship West Eldara as ll .  

The British steamship Langleeford encountered gigan- 
tic waves on the 17th, the vessel then being near mid- 
ocean, bound from Montreal to Eastham, England. The 
steering apparatus was disabled for a time, and some of 
the crew suffered injuries. 

After the 21st, conditions were less disturbed near the 
steamship lanes, save from the 24th to 27th, when another 
well-developed cyclone moved from near Newfoundland 
to the waters northwest of the British Isles. Late on the 
24th the West Eldara again reported force 11, this time 
when about 450 i d e s  to east-northeastward of Cape Race. 
The following day, winds not quite so intense were en- 
countered by two vessels considerably farther to east- 
ward, a short distance south of 50' latitude, near the 
thirty-fourth meridian, but the pressure readings this day 
were below 28.90 inches. (See chart IX.) 

Storm in Gulf of Mexico.-As had been the case during 
July, no storm of consequence was encountered any con- 
siderable distance south of the Tropic of Cancer over 
Atlantic waters. There was, however, a LOW in the Gulf 
of Mexico which showed notable features in spite of being 
usually of no more than moderate intensity. Evidences 
of ita development were first noted on the 24th, the posi- 
tion being in the eastern Gulf. Reports secured the next 
day indicated some gain of intensity and advance toward 
the west-northwest. (See chart IS.) Earl on the 27th 
a radio report from the Italian steamship C I i  ra indicated 
hurricane wind (force 12) from the southwest, a short 
distance sout,heast of Port Arthur, Tex. 

After closely approaching the northern part of the 
Texas coast, on the 38th, the storm center turned south- 
ward, and finally, on the 31st, moved inland over Mexico 
between the Rio Graride and Tampico. The strength of 
this storm was not remarkable for an August storm in 
the Gulf, save as indicated by the one radio report 
mentioned. 

A more detailed account of this storm will appear in 
the September issue of the REVIEW. 

Tra.ns-Atlant ic Right.-Two Canadian fliers, James Ayl- 
ing and Leonard Reid, left Wasaga Beach, Ontario, 
about sunrise on August 8 and landed near London, 
England, at 5:07 p. m., Greenwich time, the 9th, their 
trip requiring 31 hours, 7 minutes. Chart VI11 presents 
the situation attending the first part of this flight. 

Fog.-As usual, there was less fog in August than dur- 
ing the preceding month, although more than is normal 
for the month in mid-ocean areas and to westward. 
The 5' square 45' to 50' N.,  45' to 50' W. experienced 
fog on 30 days; while the waters bordering New England 
and Nova Scotia had 16 days with fog. 

To eastward of the thirtieth meridian there was, in 
general, less fog than normal for August. 


